REMARKS 

The Office Action, dated October 5, 2006, has been received and carefully noted. 
The above amendments to the claims, and the following remarks, are submitted as a full 
and complete response thereto. 

Claims 3 and 4 are currently pending in the application. Claims 3 and 4 have been 
amended to more particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter of the 
invention. No new matter has been added. Claims 3 and 4 are respectfully submitted for 
consideration. 

The Office Action rejected claims 3 and 4 under 35 U.S.C. §112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter of the invention. As will be discussed below. Applicants submit that the 
rejection to claims 3 and 4 under 35 U.S.C. §1 12 is rendered moot. 

The Office Action cited typographical errors in the spelling of "portion" and 
"joined" in claims 3 and 4. Claims 3 and 4 have been amended, on lines 7 and 13 
thereof, to correct these typographical errors. 

The Office Action also states that the claims altematively recite a single wire 
material and a plurality of wire materials. In order to clarify the subject matter of the 
claims, the claims have been amended such that they recite "wire materials" throughout. 

The Office Action further states that the recitation of "the wire material is standing 
up from the plating bath" in claims 3 and 4 is unclear since the wire material does not 
stand up on the plating bath but rather travels vertically through the bath. Claims 3 and 4 
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have been amended to recite that the "wire materials are disposed vertically with respect 
to the plating bath." 

Additionally, the Office Action took the position that the recitation of 'the air 
compressor portion" on lines 21 of claim 3 lacks antecedent basis. Applicants 
respectfully disagree. The term "air compressor portion" is introduced on line 5 of claim 
3. However, it appears that the Office Action may have intended to object to the 
recitation of "the air injection portion" on lines 20-21 of claim 3. This element is 
previously referred to as "an air injection hole" on line 9 of claim 3. Therefore, claim 3 
has been amended, on lines 20-21 thereof, to recite "the air injection hole" rather than 
"the air injection portion." 

The Office Action also states that line 17 of claim 4 is confusing since it is not 
clear what is "simultaneously detachable." The Office Action presents the possibility 
that the claim can be interpreted such that the depth-needling shaped wire-passing 
portions are simultaneously detachable or that the wire materials are simultaneously 
detachable. Applicants respectfully submit that the wire materials are simultaneously 
detachable, as discussed on page 10, lines 1-3 of the present specification. Accordingly, 
claim 4 has been amended to add a comma after "the wire materials" to clarify that 
simultaneously detachable is meant to refer to the wire materials. 

In addition, the Office Action takes the position that claims 3 and 4 are confusing 
because it is unclear how the neighboring plates relate to the plurality of plates. Claims 3 
and 4 have been amended to replace "neighboring plates" with "the plurality of plates." 
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For at least the reasons discussed above. Applicants respectfully submit that the 
rejection of claims 3 and 4 under 35 U.S.C. §112 is rendered moot. Furthermore, the 
Office Action provides that claims 3-4 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the 
rejections under 35 U.S.C. §112. Applicants respectfully assert that claims 3 and 4 have 
been amended to overcome the rejection under 35 U.S.C. §112. Therefore, Applicants 
respectfully request that a timely Notice of Allowance be issued in this case. 

If for any reason the Examiner determines that the application is not now in 
condition for allowance, it is respectfully requested that the Examiner contact, by 
telephone, the applicant's undersigned attorney at the indicated telephone number to 
arrange for an interview to expedite the disposition of this application. 

In the event this paper is not being timely filed, the applicant respectfully petitions 
for an appropriate extension of time. Any fees for such an extension together with any 
additional fees may be charged to Counsel's Deposit Account 50-2222. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Majid S. AlBassam 
Registration No. 54,749 
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